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Nickeled and Dimed is the official research
platform of the Centre for New Economics
Studies (CNES) which is a Research Centre at
the Jindal School of International Affairs, O.P
Jindal Global University, Sonipat.
The platform serves as an open academic
forum for commentaries, opinions, thematic
research article series on current political and
economic issues allowing readers to get a
balanced, informative view.
Nickeled and Dimed welcomes articles from all
scholars working in the fields of international
political economy, development studies, public
policy, applied macro & microeconomics, to
name a few. Nickeled and Dimed has multiple
clusters focusing on different research areas:
Public Policy, International Relations and
Policy, Legal Studies, Environment and Social
Issues, Gender and Society and Finance and
Economics.
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During the pandemic, western economies dealt
mostly by handing out monetary assistance to support
citizens. The view of experts was that India should
take notes from the US and hand out money as a form
of relief. However, the Indian government did not
cave into these pressures. Instead, it chose to
prioritize relief for those who needed it the most by
providing in-kind relief packages to ensure food
security. It also provided support through subsidised
or interest-free loans to overcome the temporary
liquidity issues of state governments and for capital
formation. This article aims to compare the western
model of fiscal support, specifically taking the case
study of the U.S, with India’s response to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

GREENBACKS OR GRAINS: COMPARING U.S. AND
INDIA’S COVID-19 FISCAL RESPONSES

The conflict in Tigray constitutes the single largest
humanitarian crisis currently raging. The outcome
of the conflict will determine the future of Ethiopia,
and the Horn of Africa at large, since Ethiopia is the
largest country in the region. A unilateral
government triumph will decimate the civilian
population of Tigray, while a successful Tigrayan
secession will throw the geopolitical status quo into
chaos. This article analyses the origins of the
conflict, the magnitude of the humanitarian crisis,
and the involvement of foreign powers in the war.

Public Policy

International Relations and Policy

By Swapnil Ghosh

THE BLOODIEST WAR: TRAGEDY IN THE
TIGRAY

By Sukeerthi Vijayaraghavan
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This article traces Bangalore’s history of
development, particularly diving into the history and
political evolution of stormwater drains. It identifies
the commodification of public commons like lake
beds, and stormwater drains, to be a strong cause of
Urban flooding. Real estate capital flow in 1991 is
traced in interaction with government institutions
and public commons. Power politics within the real
estate industry plays a major role in targeting the
poor to be the victims of floods. The piece ends with
emphasizing the importance of the relational
sensibility of the local areas to achieve an intelligent
urban planning process.

Legal Studies 

Environment and Social Issues

The COVID-19 pandemic has opened the
gateway to an alternate form of justice
delivery through virtual courts. This paper
explores the feasibility of virtual courts in
India, and briefly describes the past and
present of virtual courts in India. It
deliberates on both the merits and demerits
of virtual courts in India and explores some
suggestions to make virtual courts more
secure and accessible to the community.

EXPLORING THE FEASIBILITY OF VIRTUAL
COURTS IN POST-PANDEMIC INDIA 

URBAN FLOODING IS MORE THAN JUST CLIMATE
CHANGE: THE CASE OF BANGALORE
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By Kripa Krishna

By Shreya Govil



The article discusses the legality of Virtual Digital
Assets in India especially with the existence of
various Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin etc.
Further, the implication of tax liabilities as proposed
through the recent Budget, 2022 is also understood
by way of determining whether the Government
deems Cryptocurrency as a valid VDA. The changes
in the Indian economy and Crypto market is also
explored post the applicability of the tax penalties
on income earned through trade of Virtual Digital
Assets along with discerning the pre-existing
taxation laws on Cryptocurrencies across the globe.
The article concludes by questioning the newly
designed framework and the imposition of the same
on the current Virtual Assets market. 

This article explores the gendered divide in labour
force participation, with a special focus on the
restaurant industry and female chefs. The paradoxical
exclusion of women from a sphere that capitalizes on
skills that they are expected to dutifully perform in a
domestic setting is analysed through real-world
examples, media portrayal, and research conducted
by experts in the field. A high-pressure work
environment and the burdens of unpaid domestic
labour together create a vicious cycle that inhibits
their professional growth in the industry, with sexist
stereotypes forming an added hurdle.

WOMEN’S CULINARY LABOUR: ENCOURAGED ONLY
WHEN UNPAID?

 

Gender and Society

Finance and Economics
LEGALITY OF VIRTUAL CURRENCIES IN INDIA AND

CORRESPONDING TAX PROVISIONS

By Pratha Khanna 

By Aadya Chaturvedi 
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