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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND POLICY

Understanding the
Kazakhstan Crisis

MODERATORS: TANVEE SHEHRAWAT AND NACHIKET
MIDHA
PANELIST:  RAKSHAN KALMADY, ADITI MOTANI, AND
HEMANG SHARMA

This edition of the roundtable discussion held by the International Relations Cluster at the
Center For New Economic Studies discusses the recent Kazakhstan crisis. The panelists
begin by discussing the broader meaning of the protests and what they deem to be the most
striking element of it. Consequently, the round table also discusses the lesser-known aspects
of the protest like Gender, and how the protests brought to the fore the picture of a deeply
gendered society of Kazakhstan. The panelists also debated the role of history and how far is
the Kazakh state reminiscent of its former parent state the USSR.  Finally, some geostrategic
questions pertaining to the broader roles of China and Russia in Central Asia were discussed
and some future aspects were debated upon. 

Unfolding the
Russian Invasion of

Ukraine
MODERATOR: ISHANI SHARMA 

PANELIST:  RUSHIL KHOSLA, NACHIKET MIDHA,
MALLIKA SONDHI AND SASHANK RAJARAM

Following their previous discussion on the Ukrainian crisis, the International Relations
and Policy Cluster at Nickeled and Dimed conducted a roundtable discussion on the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. Many different aspects of the invasion were discussed.
Furthermore, India’s strategic ambiguity was discussed and the panelists concluded that
India’s stance of neutrality in such a scenario seems reasonable. While looking into the
humanitarian crisis, the refugee crisis was brought to the fore with the panelists
highlighting the responsibility of neighboring nations to help the civilians. Lastly, the
discussion turned its focus to the way forward from the conflict, with the panelists
asserting that such an invasion can incentivize other revisionist powers to pursue the
same course as Russia. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL ISSUES

Budget 2022:
Environment and

the Budget 

This RT is focused on the theme of Environment and Budget, which
comes at the backdrop of the general budget presented a few weeks
ago. The panelists discuss the seeming contradiction in Environmental
Spending and Infrastructure promotion in eco-sensitive areas, and the
need for a separate environment budget and explore what makes better
sense: spending on green projects or green institutions.

Understanding
Environmental

Clearance Laws and
their Impact

In this edition, the Environment Cluster discusses the
Environmental Clearance Laws and their impacts at various levels. 
 Topics ranging from community involvement to lax
implementation and the requirement of a separate EIA framework
were discussed. The panelists also analyse the nuances surrounding
the state and the various stakeholders and their interactions.

MODERATORS: SUDARSHAN
PANELIST:  SHREYA, DEETI AND ASHIKA

MODERATOR:SUSHAMEENDRA 
PANELIST:  SHREYA, ASISH, ASHIKA AND KRISHANU



GENDER AND SOCIETY 

How Has Technology
Affected Opportunities

For Women? 

MODERATORS: RIYOSHA AND SABAHAT
PANELIST:  LATIKA AND ROHAN

In this roundtable, the Gender and Society cluster discusses how technology has
affected women’s lives. While improving technology in all areas of our lives has
certainly increased access to resources, education, information and all kinds of
opportunities, it has done so disproportionately. Addressing this issue, panelists talk
about the gender divide in access to digital systems and resources, how even latest
technology like Artificial Intelligence perpetuate gender biases and how developing
technology is misused to harass and control women.
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PUBLIC POLICY
Understanding

Sanctions: What Do
They Really Do? 

What are Sanctions? What do they really do? In this roundtable discussion,
Public Policy Columnists at the Centre for New Economics Studies deliberate on
the nuances of sanctions. They talk about its history, legality in terms of
international law, recourses for the sanctioned country, risks for countries
imposing sanctions, how the poorest countries lose out in the process, and the
need for a robust multilateral system for the institution of sanctions to be
successful.

MODERATORS: KRISHANU KASHYAP
PANELIST:  GARIMA, YUVRAJ AND AMANDEEP



LEGAL STUDIES
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Understanding Cyber
Warfare and the Laws

Governing It

MODERATOR : NANDINI AGARWAL 
PANELISTS: SHREEYA BHAYANA,  AKSHITA GROVER,
PARTH PARIKH AND SHOHAN MOHAPATRA

The roundtable was on the topic of Cyber Laws: a brief analysis. The discussion revolved
around the questions of whether India is prepared for cyber warfare, the jurisdictional
barricades that exist regarding cyber laws, and whether the current law is sufficient to
protect one’s data privacy. In this discussion, we came to an agreement that there is an
urgent need for comprehensive legislation for data protection under the IT act.  Multiple
countries such as China and Russia are investing in this area of war may it be for attack or
defense, but India is yet to build and invest in defense for the same. Further, the issue of
jurisdiction arises because of the liberal nature of the cyber network and this is where it was
understood that we are in the need of a document that promotes cyber security in the
international arena.

Death Penalty and
Mentally ill Convicts:

What Does the Law Say? 

MODERATORS: SANCHALI BHOWMIK AND NANDINI
AGARWAL 

PANELIST:  ISHITA SETHI, LOVANSHI ARORA AND
SHREEYA BHAYANA 

In this roundtable, the problem of insanity, which assumes different and even more
significant proportions in a heterogeneous country like India, is discussed. The Indian
Penal Code, under Section 84 of the Act exempts people with mental disorders who are
not lucid at the time of committing the offence, however, this clause fails to recognize
that the criminal justice system and the legal system should be sensitive towards the fact
that the conditions persisting in the prisons that often cause mental health deterioration
or exemplify it. Under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, a person’s life and personal
liberty are to be protected. The panelists analyse the article and its different
interpretations. 
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